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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 


OF  THE 

MAIDENHEAD  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  School  Medical  Officer  I  beg  to  present  to  you  the 
11th  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1918. 
For  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  previous  year’s  report,  as 
well  as  for  economy  in  printing,  only  the  Tables  specified  by 
the  Board  of  Education  are  inserted,  and  the  general  account 
of  the  year’s  work  is  confined  to  a  description  of  the  more 
outstanding  features. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  have  been  medically 
inspected  in  the  course  of  the  year  is  775,  of  these,  489  were 
examined  at  School  under  the  Code  Groups  of  “  Entrants,’'’ 
“  Intermediates  ”  or  “  Leavers.”  There  were  also  32  special 
cases  and  177  examinations  of  children  previously  inspected  at 
School.  The  Children  seen  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  at  the 
Town  Hall  numbered  254. 

The  number  of  children  inspected  in  Code  Groups  is  much 
less  than  that  recorded  in  previous  years.  At  the  time  of 
the  second  round  of  inspection,  a  Drge  number  of  children 
were  absent  on  account  of  illness,  and  practically  all  the 
Infants’  Departments  were  closed  ;  so  that  a  large  number  of 
scholars  missed  the  first  inspection  at  the  proper  time. 
Daring  the  intervening  periods  when  the  Schools  were  open, 
it  was  not  found  possible  to  arrange  for  medical  inspection 


without  great  inconvience  and  dislocation  of  school  work. 
Most,  if  not  all  of  the  children  missed,  however,  will  be  picked 
up  in  the  course  of  the  first  round  of  inspection  in  191 9.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  number  of  children  treated  at  the  Inspection 
Clinic  for  minor  ailments,  has  increased  very  largely,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  facilities 
for  their  treatment  were  very  meagre,  owing  to  the  alteration, 
etc.,  of  the  Clinic  premises.  The  total  number  of  attendances 
registered  at  all  the  Clinics  during  the  year  amounted  to  1,908, 
which  is  between  three  and  four  times  the  number  recorded 
in  the  previous  year.  The  Dental  Clinic  was  opened  on  the 
1st  October,  but  unfortunately,  owing  to  a  number  of  adverse 
circumstances,  such  as  the  alteration  of  premises,  difficulty  of 
obtaining  the  necessary  instruments  and  appliances,  and  the 
fact  that  the  School  Medical  Service  was  frequently  interrupted 
by  the  closure  of  Schools,  the  Clinic  was  temporarily 
abandoned  after  three  Meetings. 

Much  the  same  applies  to  the  Eye  Clinic,  which  was 
started  on  the  3rd  June,  and  which  was  suspended  after  five 
Meetings. 

The  number  of  children  treated  at  the  Dental  Clinic  on 
the  occasions  it  was  open  was  35,  and  at  the  Eye  Clinic  44, 
while  at  the  Inspection  Clinic,  238  children  received  treatment 
for  minor  ailments.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year, 
the  premises  and  equipment  for  these  Clinics  have  been  in  full 
working  order,  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  overtake  the 
arrears  of  1918.  As  mentioned  in  a  previous  report,  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  cases  requiring  surgical  treatment,  such 
as  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  discharging  ears, 
deformities,  etc.,  are  referred  for  treatment  to  the  Ray  Mead 
Children’s  Hospital,  which  has  continued  to  give  much 
valuable  help  in  this  connection. 

With  regard  to  clothing  and  footwear,  the  condition  of 
Maidenhead  School  Children  may  be  considered  satisfactory  on 
the  whole,  although  in  about  a  dozen  cases,  owing  either  to 
poverty  or  neglect,  these  articles  of  dress  were  so  deficient  or 
dilapidated,  as  to  cause  physical  suffering  to  the  child.  These 


cases  were  referred  to  Local  Charities,  generally  the  Mayor’s 
Fund,  and  a  satisfactory  improvement  of  the  condition  was 
speedily  obtained. 

As  heretofore,  the  Mayor’s  Fund  has  always  been 
appealed  to  to  provide  a  supply  of  milk  for  children  suffering 
from  malnutrition,  or  in  a  low  state  of  health.  The  milk,  a 
pint  a  day,  is  sent  to  the  School  where  the  scholar  attends, 
and  is  given  out  during  the  play  intervals  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Teacher.  The  improvement  in  the  children’s 
condition  in  the  majority  of  cases,  has  been  distinctly 
gratifying. 

Lack  of  personal  cleanliness  and  hygienic  defects  do  not 
now  bulk  so  largely  in  the  statistics  as  they  did  in  former 
years,  but  this  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  habital  offenders 
are  specially  cleaned  up  for  the  routine  inspections,  for  which 
the  parents  have  good  warning.  The  presence  of  nits  in  the 
hair,  especially  amongst  girls,  is  still  all  too  prevalent,  although 
there  is  a  marked  improvement  as  compared  with  say  5  or  6 
years  ago.  Many  of  the  worst  cases  are  taken  in  hand  by 
the  School  Nurse,  and  have  been  treated  either  at  home  under 
her  supervision,  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  the  good  effect  of  several  years  labour,  backed  up  as  it 
has  been  by  the  Teachers,  is  plainly  to  be  seen  among  the 
girls  in  the  upper  Standards  at  School,  for  it  is  now  compar- 
itively  rare  to  see  among  them  a  head  that  can  be  described  as 
verminous. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  School  Nurse,  Miss 
Impey,  paid  eleven  surprise  visits  to  various  Schools  for  the 
purpose  of  enquiring  into  the  personal  cleanliness  of  the 
scholars.  In  the  course  of  these  visits,  she  examined  1,183 
children,  and  as  a  result,  26  official  notices  were  sent  to  the 
worst  cases,  and  23  to  those  where  verbal  intimations  prev¬ 
iously  had  been  of  no  avail.  At  the  direction  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer,  the  School  Nurse  paid,  in  addition,  14  visits 
to  Schools  for  enquiries  other  than  in  regard  to  cleanliness, 
chiefly  for  “  following  up  ”  purposes,  in  the  course  of  which, 
916  scholars  were  dealt  with  and  these  in  turn  necessitated  156 


visits  to  homes.  She  was  also  present  assisting  at  routine 
medical  inspections  on  23  occasions,  to  which  must  be  added 
43  visits  for  purposes  incidental  to  medical  inspection  e.g . 
arranging  dates  and  times  of  inspection,  weighing  and  meas¬ 
uring  examinees,  etc. 

The  number  of  scholars  excluded  from  School  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  (apart  from  those  in  contact  with  in¬ 
fectious  disease)  and  the  nature  of  the  ailment  causing  ex¬ 
clusion  is  shown  in  the  following  list : 


Cause  of  Exclusion . 

No. 

of  cases  excluded . 

Abscesses. 

• « # 

1 

Blepharitis.  . 

•  •  • 

2 

Corneal  Ulcers.  ... 

. , . 

3 

Chorea.  . 

•  •  • 

1 

Conjunctivitis . 

•  •  • 

5 

Chicken  Pox. 

•  •  • 

2 

Chronic  Bronchitis. 

•  • « 

2 

Debility . 

•  •  . 

5 

Discharging  ears. 

2 

Eczema . 

•  •  • 

2 

Fits.  . 

•  •  • 

1 

Gastritis . 

•  •  • 

1 

Herpes . 

1 

Impetigo.  . 

34 

Mumps. 

. . . 

2 

Phthisis . 

1 

Ringworm. 

. . . 

12 

Rheumatism. 

•  •  • 

1 

Scabies. 

•  •  • 

46 

Septic  throat. 

. . . 

1 

Sores.  . 

•  •  • 

5 

Sinus  discharging. 

,  • . 

1 

Tuberculosis. 

•  •  • 

2 

Verminous  Condition. 

•  •  • 

80 

Whooping  Cough. 

3 

Total  number  of  cases  excluded. 

166 

The  illnesses  affecting  School  attendance  month  by  month 
as  recorded  by  the  School  Attendance  Officer,  Miss  Glover, 
are  as  follows  : 


January  . Colds  and  Coughs. 

February . Colds. 

March  . Measles  and  Influenza. 

April  . Mumps,  Measles,  Chicken  Pox,  and  Whooping  Cough. 


May  . Whooping  cough  and  severe  colds. 

June  . . Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

July  . Influenza. 

August  . (Schools  closed  for  Holidays). 

September . influenza. 

October  . Influenza  and  Measles. 

November . Influenza. 

December . Many  suffering  From  after  effects  of  Influenza. 


Severe  colds  and  influenza  were  particularly  prevalent 
in  the  period  between  the  Summer  Holidays  and  Christmas 
Holidays,  in  many  cases  especially  in  Infant  Departments, 
the  attendance,  partly  because  of  actual  illness  and  partly 
because  parents  feared  to  risk  infection  by  sending  the 
children  to  School  was  reduced  to  about  half. 

As  a  matter  of  interest,  a  brief  account  may  be  given 
here  of  what  was  known  locally  at  the  time  as  the  u  Locust 
Bean  ”  epidemic,  which  occured  amongst  School  children  in 
the  beginning  of  February.  From  a  number  of  sources,  in¬ 
formation  was  given  that  children  were  sick  after  eating  locust 
beans,  then  being  sold  as  a  War  substitute  for  sweets. 
Enquiry  was  made  at  all  the  Schools  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  and  School  Nurse  and  from  the  records  compiled,  it 
appeared  that  out  of  595  scholars  who  admitted  eating  the 
beans,  91  had  been  actually  sick  or  felt  sick  within  24  hours, 
while  a  number  had  vomited  the  beans  shortly  after  eating  them. 
Over  a  hundred-weight  of  this  “  Cattle  food  ”  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  at  the  request  of  the  Acting  Sanitary  Inspector 
at  various  shops  in  the  Town.  The  facts  were  communicated 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,,  and  an  Inspector  was  sent 
down  to  investigate.  The  beans  were  traced  to  their  source 
in  a  London  Warehouse,  but  except  for  the  fact  that  they 
were  old,  very  dirty,  and  had  an  unpleasant  smell  in  bulk, 
nothing  further  eventuated.  Needless  to  say,  their  popularity 
here  as  a  substitute  for  sweets  promptly  declined  and  is  not 
likely  to  revive. 

The  particulars  relating  to  the  periods  of  School  Closure 
are  as  follows  : — 


Same  of  School . 

From 

To 

Cause. 

Church  of  England... 

5-7-18 

15-7-18 

Influenza 

n  n 

11 

24-10-18 

18-11-18 

)» 

n  11 

Girls 

5-7-18 

15-7-18 

11 

5  1  11 

1 1 

24-10-18 

2-12-18 

ii 

1 1  ii 

Infants 

12-3-18 

28-3-18 

Chicken  Pox 

fi  m 

11 

5-7-18 

22-7-18 

Influenza 

ii  1 1 

11 

23-10-18 

18-12-18 

ii 

Boyn  Hill  . 

22-10-18 

8-11-18 

11 

11 

Girls 

18-10-18 

8-11-18 

1  1 

Albert  Street . 

...Infants 

18-10-18 

18-12-18 

11 

Bray  . 

21-10-18 

18-11-18 

11 

St.  Mary’s  R.C . 

5-7-18 

15-7-18 

1  1 

11  11 

1* 

21-10-18 

18-11-18 

11 

11  11 

Infants 

5-7-18 

22-7-18 

11 

11  11 

11 

8-10-18 

20-12-18 

,,  &  Measles 

Council  . 

22-10-18 

15-11-18 

Influenza 

11 

Girls 

21-10-18 

8-11-18 

11 

11 

11 

13-11-18 

15-11-18 

11 

11 

Infants 

21-10-18 

8-11-18 

1 1 

11 

11 

13-11-18 

18-12-18 

11 

’  It  remains  to  be  added  that,  at  the  time  of  writing  this 
report,  the  Dental,  Eye,  and  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  are  now 
in  full  working  order,  and  also  that  a  bath  room  is  being 
installed  in  connection  with  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  for  the 
more  effectual  treatment  of  cases  of  scabies  and  pediculosis, 
the  former  disorder  having  become  unusually  prevalent  of  late. 


I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 


CU4*ccS 


School  Medical  Officer. 


Guildhall, 

Maidenhead. 

April,  1919. 


APPENDIX. 


Borough  of  Maidenhead: 


Table  I.  Number  of  Children  Inspected, 
ist  January,  1918,  to  31st  December,  1918. 

-A--  “  Code  ”  Groups. 

Entrants. 

Under  Other 

Age.—  5  years  5  years  6  years  ages  Total 


Boys  ... 

Nil. 

51 

4 

Nil. 

55 

Girls  ... 

Nil. 

47 

2 

Nil. 

4, 

Totals 

Nil. 

98 

6 

Nil. 

104 

Intermediate  Group. 

Age— 8  years  12  years 

Leavers. 

Other 

Ages  Total 

Grand 

Total 

Boys  ... 

105 

74 

Nil. 

179 

234 

Girls  ... 

100 

106 

Nil. 

206 

255 

Totals 

205 

180 

Nil. 

385 

489 

33-  Groups  other  than  “  Code.” 
Intermediate  Group. 

Special  Re-examin- 

cases  examined.  ations. 


Boys  ... 

1  at  10  yrs* 

at  School 

10 

at  Clinic 
123 

98 

Girls  ... 

1  at  11  yrs. 

22 

131 

79 

Totals 

3 

32 

254 

177 
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Borough  of  Maidenhead. 


Table  III.  Numerical  Returns  of  all  Exceptional 

Children  in  the  area  in  1918. 


Boys.  Girls.  Total 


Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  . 

1 

2 

3 

Blind 

Tnol  inline-  nartiallv  blind!. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
the  Blind  t . , . 

2 

2 

Not  at  School  . 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

(Including  partially  deaf). 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  . 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
the  Deaf  . 

2 

2 

Not  at  School  . , , . 

1 

1 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  . 

1 

3 

4 

Feeble 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Mentally  Defective 
Children  . 

Mentally 

Minded. 

Notified  to  the  Local  (Control) 
Authority  during  the 
vear  . 

3 

3 

Deficient. 

Not  at  School  . . 

1 

1 

2 

• 

Imbeciles. 

At  School  . 

Not  at  School  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Idiots. 

— 

2 

2 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  . 

1 

1 

Epileptics 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Epileptics  . . 

Not  at  School  . 

1 

— — 

I 

Table  III.  (continued). 


Boys.  Girls.  Totals 


Pulmonary 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  . 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Physically  Defective 

Children  . 

Not  at  School  . 

Physically 

Defective. 

Other 
forms  of 
Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  . 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Physically  Defective 

Children  . 

Not  at  School  . 

Cripples 

other 

than 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  . 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Physically  Defective 

Children  . 

Not  at  School  . 

Dull  op  Backward . 

Retarded  2  years  . 

Retarded  3  years  . 

In  Certified  Industrial  Schools 


Totals 


3 

5 

8 

— 

3 

3 

6 

2 

8 

2 

4 

6 

3 

2 

5 

not 

recor 

ded. 

9 

6 

15 

3 

— 

3 

37 

32 

69 

Borough  of  Maidenhead. 

Table  IV.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  during  1918. 
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Borough  of*  Maidenhead. 


Table  V.  Inspection,  Treatment,  Etc.,  of 

Children  during  1918. 


1.  The  total  number  of  children  medically 
inspected  (whether  Code  Group,  special 
or  ailing  child). 


775 


2.  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from 
defects  (other  than  uncleanliness  or 
defective  clothing  or  footwear)  who 
require  to  be  kept  under  observation  (but 
not  referred  for  treatment). 


3.  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were 
referred  for  treatment,  (excluding  un¬ 
cleanliness,  defective  clothing,  etc.) 


226 


4.  The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who  received 
treatment  for  one  or  more  defects  (ex¬ 
cluding  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing, 
etc.) 


* 


172 


